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Static Body Weight Distribution and Girth Measurements Over
Time in Dogs After Acute Thoracolumbar Intervertebral Disc
Extrusion
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Transverse (a) and sagittal (b) section through a L5-L6

showing the nucleus pulposus (NP), transition zone (TZ),
annulus fibrosus (AF), and endplates (EP).

intervertebral disc of a mature nonchondrodystrophic dog,
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The transition from a healthy to an early i disc. ic and
h a healthy

dise (IVD) (left), and the transition (middle) into
an early degenerated IVD (right). The healthy IVD (upper left) consists of a well-distinguished lamellar
annulus fibrosus (AF) and a bean-shaped nucleus pulposus (NP). During disc degeneration, the
distinction between AF and NP becomes less clear (upper middle and right). In the healthy NP,
notochordal cells (NCs) are the main cell type present (lower left), whereas in the transitional NP, a
mixture of cartilage-like cells (CLCs) and NCs is present (lower middle). In early IVD degeneration,
CLCs are the main cell type present in the NP (lower right).
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Measurements Over Time in Dogs After Acute
Thoracolumbar Intervertebral Disc Extrusion
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